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HENRY WOODFIELD 


To be published on November lst 


Away Goes Sally 


ELIZABETH COATSWORTH 
Illustrated by Helen Sewell 
Sally is a resourceful little girl who lived in old 
New England on a farm. In a Jittle house on 
runners she journeys with her family to a new, rich 
farming country. This is one of Elizabeth Coats- 
worth’s finest stories. We are proud to have the 
opportunity of publishing an English edition. 


9/6 NET 
To be published on November 15th 


HELEN SEWELL 
A picture story book about Andrew, the big white 
goose, and seven little ducks. Black and white 
lithographs full of rhythm and tranquil beauty. 


8/6 Net 


Still available 


Bouncing Betsy 


DOROTHY P. LATHROP 


A picture story book about a lamb by once of 
America’s foremost illustrators of children’s books. 
Dorothy Lathrop draws animals with great beauty 
and accuracy. Says the New York Times: “She 
has seen these little creatures as an artist, as a 
naturalist and as one who loves animals in the same 
way that children do.” 


8/6 NE! 


64 Great Russell St., London, W.C.1 
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CIRCUS TRIUMPHANT 


by Reginald Taylor 


The circus ! Exciting, noisy, colourtul : the tight- 
rope, clowns, elephants, performing seals ;: the breath 
less roll of the drum, the crack of the ringmaster’s 
whip lhe early days of the circus—the days of 
Cursey and Sanger—were among the most exciting 
and colourtul of all, and this is the story of a father 
ind son, who built up their own circus, travelling the 
length and breadth of England when Queen Victoria 


first sat upon the throne. 
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‘An unusual theme brilliantly handled” 


THE BIRMINGHAM POST 


‘An entrancing story bursting with life and colourful 
cenes 1 first-class book: don’t miss it”’ 


NOEL STREATFEILD 


YOUNG FELIZABETHAN January Book of the Month 
Illustrated throughout by Tony Weare 


9s 6d 


Bodley Head Books for Boys & Girls 
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‘* Famous Life Stories’ Series 
Tub MAN wwe Gave THE MAN 
away mutiovs WHO GAVE AWAY 
| . MILLIONS 

Kathleen Fidler 


The fascinating story of Andrew 
Carnegie, a Scottish boy, who 
sailed to America, made a fortune, 
and gave most of it away. 


Illustrated. 9s. 6d. net 


DEAR MISS BARRETT 
Kathleen Fidler 
The romantic and moving story of Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning. An American Junior Literary Award. 


8s. 6d. net 


cere eoeooeoo eoeoeee 


STORIES OF FAITH AND FAME 
EDITED BY CECIL NORTHCOTT 


A new series of great lives, each 4s. net 


WHITE QUEEN FOREST DOCTOR 
Mary Slessor Albert Schweitzer 
DONALD McFARLAN ECIL NORTHCOTT 


TRAIL MAKER BISHOP JIM 
David Livingstone Bishop Hannington 
R. O. LATHAM JOYCE REASON 


LUTTERWORTH 

















The Books of 


Ronald Syme 


“Mr. Syme re-creates the past in a vivid way and tells 
an admirable story.” GLASGOW HERALD 


His HISTORICAL NOVELS for Boys and Girls 
THEY CAME TO AN ISLAND 7/6 net 
GIPSY MICHAEIL 7/5 net 
THE SETTLERS OF CARRIACOL 7/6 net 


‘TRUE LIFE” stories 

BAY OF THE NORTH 6/- net 
CORTEZ, CONQUEROR OF MEXICO 6/6 net 
LA SALLE OF THE MISSISSIPPI 6/6 net 
CHAMPLAIN OF THE ST. LAWRENCE 6/6 net 
JOHN SMITH OF VIRGINIA 6/6 net 
HUDSON OF THE BAY 7/6 net 


The Publishers are 


HODDER & STOUGHTON in the City of London 
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Looking Ahead 
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Readers of Jumor Bookshelf will by now be familiar with 
the books Oxford has published this year, and we might 
therefore take this opportunity of looking ahead. The 
strength of our 1956 list is indicated by the distinguished 
writers for children who make it up: ROSEMARY SUTCLIFF 
and BARBARA LEONIE PICARD, who have written new 
historical novels ; RENE GUILLOT, with two new books ; 
DONALD SUDDABY; PETER DAWLISH; and WILLIAM MAYNE. 
ELEANOR FARJEON will be represented by new editions ot 
two of her books long out of print; from EDWARD 
ARDIZZONE comes the long awaited new Tim book; 
KATHLEEN LINES and HAROLD JONES have worked to- 
gether on a picture book of the Nativity ; and CONSTANCE 
and EDWARD OSMOND discover the Thames in a com- 
panion to A Valley Grows Up. Finally, there will be 
new volumes in a number of Oxford’s most notable 
series, Myths and Legends, Picture Histories and The 
Pageant of Progress. 
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We wish you all a very happy 


Christmas 


PDPV<DPV\—PUPP-UE 


t 
? 


PAPA 


* 


PUPP BBVUPVBV PV PPV PV PUPP PVP DPD®LPVUPLOVPDVPVA 











BOOKS MAKE IDEAL GIFTS 


THE QUEEN of the 
PIRATE ISLE 
By BRET HARTE 


Illustrated by 
KATE GREENAWAY 


This delightful book, long out of 
print, is re-issued in the original 
style and makes a perfect gift 
The unique charm of Kate Green 
away’s pictures has lost none of 
its charm 8s. 6d. net 














t 
NANNVY’S SECRET 
By IMOGEN CHICHESTER 
A delightful story for very young readers, with colour drawings 
on every page. It tells how Philip’s Nanny makes 
house for his Christmas present. 
Paper boards Ss. net. Cloth Boards 6s. net 
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1 beautiful 


iV CAME HORACE 
By JANET BEATTIE 
Illustrated by ANNE MARIE FAUSS 
The idea! bed-time story book, written in the type of rhythm 
and repetition that makes perfect reading aloud. Horace 
a cat who dislikes every dog he mects 
Paper boards Ss. net. Cloth boards 6s. net 
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THE PORCUPINE TWINS 
Ry JANE TOMPKINS 
Illustrated by KURT WIESE 
The latest in this popular series of true-to-life nature stories 


of young animals is told in the usual easy style of Jan 


Tompkins. The illustrations add to the beauty of the bo 
making this a perfect gift book for children of 8-12 year 
6s. net 
From all Booksellers 
Write for a free copy of “Books Make Ideal Gifts” 


FREDERICK WARNE & Co. Ltd., Bedford Court, London, W.C.2 





























Ideal Gift Books | 
THE 
STORY BIOGRAPHY SERIES 


EDITED BY ELEANOR GRAHAM 


Each Crown 8vo. Illustrated. 


THE STORY OF ALBERT SCHWEITZER 
JO MANTON 95. 6d. 
NELSON STEPHANIE PLOWMAN 9s, 6d. 
THE STORY OF CHARLES DICKENS 
ELEANOR GRAHAM 10s. 6d 
THE STORY OF 
WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR 
DOROTHY MARGARET STUART 10s. 6d 
LADY-IN-CHIEF : The story of Florence Nightingale. 
CECIL WOODHAM-SMITH 10s. 6d. 
ELIZABETH FRY KITTY BARNE 9s. 6d 
CAPTAIN SMITH AND POCAHONTAS 


J. M. SCOTT 9s. 6d 


THE STORY OF LEWIS CARROLL 
ROGER LANCELYN GREEN 8s. 6d 


THE STORY OF HANS ANDERSEN 
ESTHER MEYNELL 8s. 6d 


HUDSON OF HUDSON’S BAY. 
J. M. SCOTT 8s. 6d 
FORTUNE MY FOE: The story of Sir Walter Raleigh. 
GEOFFREY TREASE 9s. 6d. 
LAUGHING GAS AND SAFETY LAMP : 
The story of Sir Humphrey Davy. 
AMABEL WILLIAMS-ELLIS and EUAN COOPER-WILLIS 
8s. 6d 


Methuen & Co., Ltd., London 



























































The Merry-Go-Round 


Rhymes and Poems Chosen By 
JAMES REEVES 


A splendid collection of verse suitable for children 
between the ages of seven and twelve. The whole r.nge 
of poetry has been ransacked for its riches — poems old 
and new, folk rhymes and songs, dialect and American 
verse, carols, psalms, story poems, nonsense songs, serious 
lyrics, light and humorous verse: there are over 400 
poems altogether and more than 300 illustrations in 
colour. Any child who likes poetry will find this book 
a treasure house of delight, and it will certainly be 
enjoyed by many to whom poetry formerly made no 
appeal Illustrated by Ffohn Mackay. 12s6d 
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NOW THERE ARE FIVE! 


Little Red 
Engine books 


by Diana Ross 


_ The Little Red Engine Gets a Name 


Pictures in colour and black and white by LEWITT-HIM $/6 


The Story of the Little Red Engine 


Pictures in colour and black and white by LESLIE woop. 8/6 


The Little Red Engine Goes to Market 


Pictures in colour and black and white by LESLIE woop. 8/6 


The Little Red Engine Goes to Town 


Pictures in colour and black and white by LESLIE woop. 8/6 
* AND THE NEW ONE * 


The Little Red Engine Goes Travelling 


Pictures in colour and black and white by LESLIE woop. 8 


FABER & FABER 
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When Dumb 
Animals Talk 


by MAURICE BURTON 


The author answers — 
puzzling questions in 
charmingly clear 


young readers. 


The Good 
Beasts 


by ANNE FREELING 


A deeply sourty mane 5 for all 


anima] lovers ¢ author, 


member of the 3rd Order of 


St Francis has made 


special study of wild animals 


in captivity 8s 


Olympic 
Runner 


by I, O. EVANS, F.R.G:S. 
Olympic 
2,000 
years ago in Ancient Greece. 


A story of the 
Games as held over 


The author re-creates in 


vividly descriptive manner the 
stalwart 
athletes rallied to defend their 
country when it was attacked 
by a mighty dictatorship with 
millions of soldiers and thous 
10s. 64. 


time when those 


ands of vessels. 


many 


and direct 
style that will appeal to all 
6s 


Hutchinson 
Books for 
Young: People 


Joseph Chipperfield 


ROOLOO, STAG OF THE DARK WATER 


Another unforgettable mature story by th 
famous author The remote North-wester 
Highlands of Scotland form the setting 

Rooloo, the largest surviving member of Br tish 
wild life 10s. 6d 


The Shape of the Motor 


Car 
by LESLIE A. EVERETT 


A fascinating account of the changing shape 
the motor-car The story of the autor 
from the early adventurous days when it \ 
scorned and derided,’ to the present era. It : 
a story of a revolution in our daily lives 





The Caves of 


the Great Hunters 

by HANS BAUMANN 
The amazing discovery of the famous ‘‘Lascau 
Cave.” In 1940, in South-western France 
boys and a dog went exploring in the woods 
which led them to the discovery of a prehistori 
cave—now famous as the “‘Lascaux Cave 
cradle of man’s art 1 


Frank G. Slaughter 


APALACHEE GOLD 


The fabulous adventures of Cabezza de Vana 
This colourful saga comes alive for the reader 
through the adventures of Pedro, one of I 
Vana’s young companions 


Miss Primrose 
by DAVID FLETCHER 


A charming story for the young 
full colour by Rosalie K. Fry 


Deep in the Forest 


by ROSALIE K. FRY 


A tender and charming story, with attr 
illustration Little Katinka lives in a 

cutter’s hut, deep in the forest, and 
accompany her on a series of adventure 
make delightful reading and will appeal to 
young reader. § 


Illustrated u 


Please write for our 
complete catalogue 


HUTCHINSON & Co. 
1l, Stratford Place, 


(Publishers) 
London 





El 


ELSON books for children 


HENRY DONALD 
The Story of HAL ¢ and the Haywards 


Times Literar ement of these tales by Henry Donald for 


The first descr ~ s how the Hayward family buy Hal ¢, a little 
old car with a broken hood and a very independent 
mind, who, says the reviewer ‘ . is human without 

losing his identity as a car.’ The second book, to 

quote again, ‘ . has the same warm humanity,’ and 
is the story of Wallace the engine, Old Sandy his driver, 

Frank the firemanand the glorious, successful fight put up 

to prevent Wallace from being pensioned off when a new 


bus service is started. both illustrated by Gilbert Dunlop 
The Happy Story of Wallace the Engine 


1s 6d 


The Mayfair Library 


Tessa in South Africa The Day of the Dingo 
I ADY KITTY RITSON TI about a ing JOHN KIDDELL The story of Redda the 
s her father in ith Africa but Red Dog who seeks sanctuary in Gumbarumba 
ken-hearted on leaving her filly Asva in the Australian Bush and how he helps the 

1: but inhabitants to defend themselves against their 


it she soon finds new friends, a 
1 pony and a stray dog to care for enemies, the Yellow Dog Dingo Pack 


Caroline House 
ELIS Ane TH a Caroline Me 


: she is left or 


Dancer’s Luck 

LORNA HILL In this charming and eventful 

story Annette Dancy steps into the chief role 

ise and a model ship at f the new ballet La Syiphide in which we 

and how she manages to s th us meet all those in Dancing Peel and some 
akes an intriguing story exciting newcomers. 


coming in the New Year 
HELEN HAYWOOD 
Peter Tiggywig Grows Up 
These are the first two stories 


in a charming series for 
ng children, illustrated in 


ylour by the author 
t Peter the happy little piglet and his animal 
nds In the first he is promoted from rompet 
ngaree status and in the s nd he goes on an 
ng camping holiday. ch * chapter’ has a 
rent colour background t: Ip non-readers find 
ere mother left off reading right before. 


istrations on ever 


i each 2s 6d 


Peter Tiggywig ees Camping 
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Cheap and Nasty? 


lieve that there has for long been a real need for a series of reprints 





The two are not synonymous. at Transworld Publishers be- 


of the best children’s hooks by famous and well-known authors 





at a price within the limits of pocket-money as well as the realistic 
budgets of School Libraries. Scottie Books are the result. We un- 
ashamedly admit that their presentation is bright and cheerful: 
we also claim that the advent of this carefully edited series will be 


welcomed and warmly appreciated. 
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Biggles Follows On 
Capt W. bk. Johns 


Air Hostess Ann 
Pamela Hawken 


The Creen Sailors 
rtlbert Hackforth-.Jones 
and here are s 


Speed Six 


Bruce Carter 


Adventure 
John Pudney 


Tuesday 


Wagons Westward 


irmstrong Sperry 


ALL SCOTTIE 


AND MANY ARE 


W rite for lists and details to 


TRANSWORLD PUBLISHERS I 


t 
t 
{ 


2/- EACH 


e of our Autumn titles: 


The Story of Davy Crockett 


Enid I 


Veeadowcroft 


sue Barton: Student Nurse 


Helen Dore 


Bovylaston 


Penny Triumphant 


1. Stephen Tring 


ome titles for Spring 1956 


Journey to the Centre of the Earth 


Jules Verne 


Drumbeats! 


David Severn 


North Sea Adventure 
Peter Dawlish 
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— POPULAR AUTHORS 
Z. H. Maclehose The Burnished Sword 


, Surriu ta iggling Engl lestaments into the country 


7/6 net 


G. KE. Haley Cormorant” Sails Again 


\ further fine story of this motor cruiser 7/6 net 


P. F. Westerman Daventry’s Quest 


Royalist nd Roundl is with iventures to the New World 
7/6 net 


Sheila Stuart wons Spy Adventure 


Readers of the Alison” Series will welcome this new story 7/6 net 


Ruth Leaver he Sound of Pens 


For the girl with the ambino oO riter or journalist 7/6 net 


Margare t Biggs / Dil Goes to Ambergat 


An unusual young ] I I boarding school 6 net 


Conon Fraser The Green Dragon 


\ story of Hong Kong, full of incident and excitement 6s. net 


Cock Robin Books 
Tally Goes Joy Riding 
by HazEL USHERWOOD Illustrated by Ionicus 
The little orange training plane helps at the village fete 3/6 net 
Dr Pri kl hac k 
Written and illustrated by GEOFFREY HIGHAM 


Billy Fluffytail becomes the Doctor’s helper 3/6 net 


Cicely Fraser Simson Canal Cats 
Published by Frederick Books distributed by Blackie 


It a storv for children who like cats, kittens and boats 7/6 net 


_— PUBLISHED BY BLACKIE 
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Boys in the 
Bundu 


JOHN SEYMOUR 


\ new exciting boy 





Gerald of Wales 


A. G. PRYS-JONES 


Giraid Cambrensis was a Welsh priest 
wh ved in the thirteenth centur H 
rav Wale r 
men he Cr He k 
diar rave in I ind A. G 
rr ete $s Ss the 
I V e 
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Judith in Hanover 
WINIFRED FINLAY 


This story for girls is set in post- war 
Germany. Judith Norton goes to 

) we yve her German, but finds herself 
involved in a search for treasure h 
is an ‘intriguing adventure - inst an 


unusual background 


relations *Skilfully cumbiacs entertain 
ment and instruction British Weekl 
8 /€ ll and over 


The Secrets 
ol the Wood 


URSULA MORAY WILLIAMS 





A de rv of two little bovs wt 
becor rested in bird and 

habits. They try to defend “their wood 
against gangs of destructive children, and 
gal support from unexpected quarters 
CAN exciting adventure book for the 
eight to eleven year-olds.""—Bristol Evg 


World 6/6 ~ ll years 


OE || || | RENNIN 


The Christmas 
Caravan 


LUCY BELLHOUSI 





Nursery World Illus 4/6 8-10 


Folk Tales of the 
Channel Islands 


DOROTHY K. COLLINGS 


At the Sign of the 
Gilded Shoe 


E. K. SETH-SMITH 


iker’s apprentice 


An 


The Litthe Wooden 
Shoes 


IRENE PEARL 
Another of the Harrap Junior Fir 


Ser I g stori n 
ground t French countryside 

4 IOIK tale v 
quaintne villag fe B 

1 uit or 

NG j ake 4 lovely Ch 
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ASKEWS OF PRESTON 


The firm whose reputation stands second 
to none as suppliers of library books for young 


people of all ages. 


Large and varied selection. Immense 
stocks, spacious showrooms. Inspection 
cordially invited. 


JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 


CORPORATION | ST. — PRESTON 
TEL. 5049 
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* LITTLE CAR > 
.) ‘ + . . 

by LEILA BERG > 
y . ¥, 
x Illustrated by Sillince 4 
% Stories about a lovable little car, for very young children. $ 
% Many of them have been broadcast in the “Listen with % 
‘ ” ¢ . . 

% Mother” feature of the B.B.C. 4s. net. % 
% sities ¥ 
\ H. L. GEE’S 

» . ‘wT . 7 

N PLEASURE BOOK 

¥ " . 

* Profusely illustrated by Ruth Scales 

‘ . . 

% A book of stories, verses and puzzles for boys and girls, 

‘ by this very popular writer, in his usual inimitable style. 

x Ideal for children aged 9-12 7s. 6d. net 

a) 

v4 THE EPWORTH PRESS 
$ 23-35, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C.1 : 
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Boy Dent 


Background Music 
R. DENNISTON 


N a previous article, I discussed what was good 
and bad about muUSi¢ al stories for the young 
treating “good” and “bad” primarily by reference 
to the author’s knowledge (or ignorance) of music. 
There could be, of course, well told stories in 
which the musical background was based on insufficient 
knowledge, but these could only be good so long as 
the musical interest was small and were ipso facto 
utside the scope of my discussion. Equally, mee 
could be poor stories in which the musical interest wi 
uppermost, and written by someone who knew ieee 
music. There could be; but for some reason there does 
not seem to be such. Or at least | have not come across 
them 
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When one comes to musical non-fiction, one is mucl 
more likely to find books where the musical content 
is authoritative and informed but where the present 
tion is poor, because such works tend (at any rate 
the older age groups) to be written by profession: 
musicians or musicologists, who may or may not b 
equipped to write well for children. It would be very 
unlikely that anyone would write an informative book 
on music and not himself be sufficiently versed 
music. ‘here are, it is true, works of quasi-fantas) 
such as Alice in Musicland, The Musical Detecti 
or Gwen Mlarsh’s Land of No Strangers. But unless 
such ideas are brilliantly carried out which the 
seldom are — their life is short. 


Generally speaking, the demand tor informative 
books on music not on technique and harmony, 
course, but of history, biography and criticism 
becomes most significant when young players hay 
already mastered the first steps of their craft; they ma) 
wish to do music in the G.E.C., or take the Associated 
Board exams, or even sit for the RCM or the RAM 
The field open to them is adequate but uninspired 
First of all there is Dent's Master Musicians series 
recognised and unrivalled. This is edited by 
distinguished music critic, Eric Blom, _ itselt 
guarantee of high quality for the contents. My own 
view has always been that they are not very attractive 
to handle; their wrappers are dull and soon lost, thei: 
binding soils quickly, the print is small and unappeal 
ing. ‘hey are not designed specially for the young 
but are read mostly by ‘those under twenty-one. 

“new look” — on the lines of the new “Everyman 
format — would be widely welcomed. 
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It may be that Kitty Barne’s new series of 
biographies, also published by Dent, came into being 
precisely in order to cater for the younger reader who 
needs to be attracted quickly by the physical details. 
[he two that have so far appeared, Introducing 
Mozart and Introducing Handel, are both successful 
and pleasantly illustrated by J. J. Crockford. Mozart 
has of course been the subject of too many biographies 
already and Miss Barne has little to add to Dyneley 
Hussey’s. But she, pre-eminently, has the touch for 
the young reader and more particularly for the 
modern young reader, who likes to take his information 
straighter than his parents did, and with less charming 
irrelevancies. ‘The later chapters present a difficult 
problem, for Mozart, after a dazzling childhood, lived 

precarious, immoral and unhappy life, having lost 
his early insouciant charm which was so much a part 
i the fantastic success of his continental tours. Miss 
Barne understandably concentrates on the early years. 
Her scope allows her no space to discuss his music, 
but a bibliography or list of recommended recordings 
and editions of his music would have been welcome. 
Handel is fairly familiar ground also, and Miss Barne 
treads it confidently. There are certainly no 
biographies at present available half so good as these 
two books, within their limits. I hope there will be 
several more. ‘The same author’s Listening to the 
Orchestra is a fine introduction to the more technical 
side of music. 


Others have written biographies of composers for 
the young. Living Biographies of Great Composers 
Henry Thomas and Dana Lee Thomas takes twenty 
composers and draws, in the authors’ own words, the 
pecans of their immortal personalities, or personality 
portraits (their italics). The writing is pretentious 





THE JUNIOR BOOKS! 


and technicoloured, and foists on the reader a numl 

of idiosyncratic prejudices he 3-volume Peli 

Lives of the Great Composers is edited by Bacharach 
hese, though uneven in merit, are on the whol 
excellent; but only a very bright child will get full 
value from them. For a definitely younger age group 
Faber have a good series of short “Lives,” mostly D\ 
Opal Wheeler. These are story books relating 
anecdotes based on truth but legitimately distorted 
Chev are well-illustrated and beautifully laid out and 
each volume ends with a very brief selection of pieces 
suitable for pianists who have learnt about a _ year 
Many teachers have found this series a good way ot 
interesting their pupils in the great composers. Mor 
would use it but for the regrettable fact that most 
young pianists do not seem interested in who wrote th 
music they play. ‘This interest only comes if it 
comes at all at a later stage. A similar American 


series, by Lillian Day and published by the Hyperion 
Press with Duell, Sloan and Pearce, are mor 
beautifully illustrated but otherwise less good 


Bibliographies of great composers are tricky unde 
takings; composers mostly live dull lives; for them 
music was life, and too many “Lives” tend to 
degenerate into a_ recital of works composed, inte! 
spersed with success-failure swings of the pendulum 
and tiresome domestic details. A more important 
aspect of musicology is the introduction of the young 
to aesthetic criticism, based on and prefaced by an 
adequate knowledge of theory. Percy Young’s Mus: 
Makers and More Music Makers, and Lionel Salter’s 
Going to a Concert fall into this category. So d 
Bacharach’s The Musical Companion and Walford 
Davies’s The Pursuit of Music. As entertaining and 
excellent background reading, Eric Blom’s own 
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writings on music must not be forgotten. His 4 
Musical Postbag, a collection of musical articles and 
ssays, read as well today as they did in _ the 
Birmingham Post twenty years ago. ‘There are other 
books, some good some bad, but, in a country in which 
I$,000-new books are published annually, not many. 
[his to some extent reflects publishers’ indifference to 
ooks on music Dent being an honourable exception 

but it is also true that music is the most practical 
if the arts, that most people interested in music either 
play themselves or at least go to concerts or listen to 
gramophone records. Reading books on music takes 
ast place. In many homes Percy Scholes’s Oxford 
Junior Companion to Music holds an honoured place, 
is well it might. It is handy and accurate and full 
tt good illustrations But there are traces of arch- 
ness which tend to annoy young readers, and it lacks 
the compulsive readability of Fowler. Indeed a 
musical Fowler is exactly what is wanted at the present 
time. In his middle years Bernard Shaw was a 
wonderful writer on music with, surprisingly, a 
prodigious technical knowledge. Nowadays Desmond 
Shawe Taylor and Neville Cardus are always worth 
reading. But none of these have tackled the problem 
‘f writing for the young; among those who have done 
so no-one has been more successful than Percy Young. 


Percy Young is in his early forties, and with four 
growing children to keep his mind on the requirements 
f the young, he is likely in the next few years to write 
more books on music. On his present showing he may 
vell prove to be the writer for whom we have been 
vaiting. His Wuste is for You (Dobson) is far the best 
ntroduction to music for the non-musical child and 
his two books of Music Makers (which must be 
regarded as two volumes of the same work, so exactly 
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do they match each other in wai are excellent of 
their kind. He is a professional practising musician 
a proficient composer and a musical scholar and 
biographer of the highest standing. All this is 
guarantee that what he writes will be to the point 
But in addition he has a sense of humour and 
appreciation and sympathy with children which hay 
already endeared him to a wide reading public. So far 
a certain facility, a habit of drawing non-musical 
herrings, has slightly vitiated his work. Each chapter 
of his Music Maker books is intended to present us 
with a complete, rounded picture of a great musician 
A picture is there, certainly, but it comes in bits, 
small details, short paragraphs often not quite 
integrated together. ‘Lhe problem of condensing 
scholar’s knowledge of his subject into a few thousand 
words is, certainly, massive. If Dr. Young has not 
vet wholly mastered it, there is no doubt that as h 
gains experience in writing for the young, he will in 
prove in this respect and ‘perhaps give us, in time, 
book which several generations will read and treasur 
like Percy Scholes’s Great Musicians. 


Lionel Salter’s Going to a Concert (“Excursion 
Series, Phoenix House) is a deccteutiie worthwhile 
iddition to a fine series. The Stories Behind Mus: 
by Robert Elkin (Rider) is a compilation of the stories 
behind “Programme Music.” Now that this form ot! 
music is generally accepted by the musical public s such 
an unde rtaking is not really required, while as a sto 
book for young readers it is too spasmodic. It is 
always possible, before listening to a_ piece 
Programme Music, to look up the story in Scholes or 
elsewhere. Music Time, by Prudence Hemelryk, 

Puffin Picture Book consisting mostly of actual tunes 
for beginners. ‘These tunes are not all sufficiently eas\ 
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to play and the fact that they have not been engraved 
but copied with, apparently, intentional sloppiness, 
should not commend them. Listening to Music by 
Roger Fisk (Harrap) is well laid out and presented, 
without making any great claim to distinction or per- 
manence. And Looking and Listening by Wyndham 
G. Williams (Murray), subtitled ‘An Introduction to 
Musical Appreciation” is a little too diagrammatic 
and clever for most teachers, if not for their pupils. 
The Observer's Book of Music (Warne) is an un- 
satisfactory addition to a great series, as music is less 
| matter for observation than for listening, and above 
all for performance. Finally, the O.U.P. have very 
thoughtfully re-issued their ‘Letters to a Musical Boy, 
by Mervyn Bruxner. Of all the background reading 
for musical children which I know, this is the most 
satisfactory. 





The New Books 
FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


Christmas he Savages. IUllus. by 
h. 177 pp. § | ; Macmillan 

his is a picture of a ctorian girlhood at Chi 
nd is, one imagines reminiscent one. The aut 
recollecton is here translated into the intimate fe 


experiences of a somewhat precocious child, a child 


ize in her habits and yet universal i 
I n 

amusement, both to the retrospective adult and the 

child. It is all good and homely a: f universal 

Ihe style is sharp and direct, matching the formality of 

imes, the hierarchy, routine and ritual present in a 


altho 1 that may be. lhe story attords 


r 
+ 
t 


Victorian family country house, and yet giving a vivid 
pression of all the fussiness of the scene, the overlying 
ind flounces. It is an interesting and delightful little p 


piece that informs and holds out its hands to the childrer 
today. hey can sympathise with an imperfect child 
enter her world the more readily. The production and 


illustrations are a fitting and fine compliment to the text 


CoaTsworTH, E. {way goes Sally. Illus. by 
H. Sewell. 122 pp. 9 X 6 Woodfield 
To have an English edition of one of tl 
the finest children’s w 
larly when the book has been di 
harm and dignity of its contents. 
For those who missed the American edition publish 


1934, this is the story of Sally, who emigrates with her tar 
to the heart of Maine, ti ivelling in the most. enchant 
ravan-sleigh. They have adventures on the way, but 


greatest adventure is the journey itself, the pageant of 
passing countryside, the people met, the halts for meals 
night. This is every child’s dream realised. 

Miss Coatsworth writes pure clean prose. It has 
simplicity of the highest art, unadorned, flexible and st 
(‘here is a good Puritan plainness and strength about the w 
which exactly match the matte: the story, and whic! 
matched by Helen Sewell’s lovely drawings. This is N 


England America, as far from Hollywood as Heaven is 
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£ 
A good book. It 


Hell. It is a portrait ol! ( { o! v00d plain hard- 
working people, of kindliness 


is worth its weight in gold. 


oO 
gC 


LAGER, EL. Lenth birthday. IUllu 
D4 
A queel choice t mportat 

meaningless to English children, an 1e is not 

il rly good. lt ontalns | 
good moments, a great deal of 
self-examination, a prettified pict 
inforgivable sin of pretending to re 


continually playin; 


gt 

The tenth birthd: t fi rls in successive generations 
ire chroricled,. ma he lo ind lesser characters 
having genuine chart nt t, and much of the material 
probably based on family records. The 1914 episode is so 
much the most vivid it is probably based on the authors’ 
personal experience. The first four are placed in the American 
South and narration as well as conversation have a decided 
Southern accent, complicated by period phrases in the first 
three. ‘This could add flavour and occasionally does so, but 
is often it seems aftected and sometimes it is incomprehensible. 
Each story is quite short and there is no room for developing 
the situation or explaining the background, and as the tension 
is usually produced by having the heroine of the day decide 
to make some sacrifice, it would be a help to know more of 
the circumstances which make the sacrifice significant. Mrs. 
Commager paints a rosy picture of the negroes’ content, but 
s she shows it, their position must surely bewilder English 


readers though not so much, perhaps, as the meal at which 
both potatoes and Irish potatoes are served). She has good 
enough material, but her sentimentality and her Southern bias 
combine to spoil it. Her little girls are too similar, as are 
the parents for whom they have an almost maudlin affection, 
though few children will admire the third mother, who invites 
the whole town to a housewarming in order to spite a rival 
hostess, but forgets her daughter’s birth date. The last story 
is also aimed largely over their heads, when the 1950 daughter, 
and her mother spend the day in the hospital where an aunt 
is having an operation. As its nature is never revealed, the 
stiff upper-lip posturings of the adults seem rather pointless, and 
the child’s reactions also a pose. 
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Dopce, M. M. Hans Brinker and the silver skates 
Illus. by H. Braumhauer. 295 pp. 8 X 54 . Dent 
This latest addition to Dent's Illustrated Child 

Classics is well worthy of a well-produced edition and 

it is, Classic or no. Published nearly a century ago it is 

a favourite and deserves to remain so for some time yet. 


GREEN, R. L. (Ep.) Afodern fairy stories. Illus. by 
E. H. Shepard. 270 pp. 84 53 Dent | 
It would seem from the inclusion of this book in De 

Illustrated Classics that the Editor is prepared to back 
own ideas of what stories of the last seventy years or si 
likely to achieve something like immortality. He has g 
us an intriguing selection, ranging from Catherine Sin 
(1839) to E. Nesbit (1912), and includes stories by | 
Ruskin, Lewis Carroll, George MacDonald, Mrs. Ewii 
Rudyard Kipling, Mary De Morgan and Kenneth Graham 
Whether all the stories included can claim to be regarded 
Classics is debatable but they are all none the less of 
standard. 


Lomax, A. Harriet and her harmonium. LUllus. by 
P. Binder. 46 pp. (unp.) 114 * 84 . Faber 

An awkward book to assess, this contains several features 
on which personal opinions are almost inevitable divided 
the use of music, the diary form, tall tales, and the type ot 
illustrations. While this reviewer does not care for any 
these features, it is only fair to say that each seems well 
handled, and the book is worth recommending as it has n 
to offer certain children. 

The tall tale and the colourful speech of mid-1% 
century workers of America have many admirers, and the book 
may be enjoyed as an anthology of examples of these min 
folk-arts, as well as for its collection of thirteen folk-songs 
of a varied order, all from the Lomax collection, and 1 
always in the versions most familiar in England. To someone 
who does not care for such Americana the book may well seen 
forced and self-conscious, and the frequent quotations from 
twelve year-old Harriet’s diary, which incorporates so manj 
of the anecdotes and period information, will strike an e\ 
more artificial note. But many children will probably shar 
Mr. Lomax’s taste, and gain quite a lively picture of the folk 
features of the time, for Harriet meets sailors, canal-men, 
outlaws, Indians, cowboys, and even Abe Lincoln on her trip 
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across the Atlantic and America to join her father in California. 
Her own adventures are appropriately wild and woolly, and 
the whole thing is presented with the elaborate casualness which 


is evidently necessary to the tall tale. 

The songs range from shanties through “A la Claire 
Fontaine” to “Jesse James’ and “The Chisholm Trail” and 
the arrangements, by Robert Gill, are simple enough for 
fairly elementary young pianists. ‘The strangely coloured 
lithographs have some amusing details and their appeal is also 
very much a matter of taste certainly not to mine, as most 
seem full of gratuitous ugliness. Not everyone’s cup of tea, 
then, but one which will give much pleasure to a fair number 
of tasters. Its almost picture-book format and anomolous nature 
may confuse librarians, but they should give it a try. 


Norton, M. The Borrowers afield. Illus. by 


| 


Stanley. 194 pp. 8 X 58 Dent 10/6 

The close ot The Borrowers suggested that Pod, Homily 
and Arietty found very snug quarters indeed after escaping 
from the cook’s assault on their home under the kitchen floor, 
a fact ignored by many reviewers in their horror at the assault. 
This horror was at once a tribute to Mary Norton’s ability 
to make ‘the reader accept her Borrowers as real beings, and 
an odd reflection on the times, as violence attractively dis- 
played is usually accepted with little comment, particularly 
if it is shown taking place in the past when men were men and 
only women cringed at the sight of blood and destruction. 
But destruction, looting and pillaging are ugly things, and it 
is no small part of The Borrowers’ merit that their ugliness 
is revealed, before the countryside residence is brought in to 
round off the story happily. 

Obviously there was more to tell, and in this book Kate 
learns from old Tom Goodenough (who had been the _ boy 
with a ferret) and from Arietty’s own diary (whose printed 


how much there was and 


entries serve to open each chaptet 
how tellable it was. For it was not our Borrowers who lived 
in that snug burrow, but the Hendrearies, who later moved 
to an ideal situation. Arietty and her family do not find them 
until they have spent some time in the open, living in an old 
shoe. Those shocked by their narrow escape in the kitchen 
may object to their near-starvation and frightening encountet 
with the gipsy Mild Eye, but children are made of tougher 
stuff and those who may object may skip these episodes in later 
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re-readings. For the book is one to be 


again Arietty’s delight in the outdoor world, enjoyed fo 


from so near the ground, and Homily’s char 
reaction to the trials and new experiences (and to 
fortitude, the myste 
Spiller, and the author’s uncanny knowledge of | 
might be encountered by such 
This is real 
gh quality. I] 
but a separate order, entirely credibl 


more drama, humour and in 


re-read often, to 


first time and 


S 


Lupy) and Pod’s inventions and quiet 


f just wv 
miniature individuals. 
creation, and it is achieved with writing 
1e¢ Borrowers not merely miniature hu 
, and their story cont 
iwination than many novels ot 
human activities, and sends the reader off to look at his ow 
world with freshened appreciation. 


Pic ARD, LB. L. lrench lege nds tales and }f 


Illus. by J. Kiddell-Monroe. 216 


airy stories 
pp. 5% > 54 
OU SF. 
tales mean Per 
elegant men and women in the di 


ul 


ss OT Louis Qu torze 
go d coat and 
boots. ‘his new collection effectively corrects this view. N 
f the courtly tales are included here. Instead we have 
the epic stories beginning with Roland, 
medieval romances, and a numbet 


i OF 


> ) } 1 ’ , 
Puss-in-Boots cutting a dash in embroidere 
‘ 


selectii m 
+ 


peasant stories. oe\ 

of the latter give interesting variants of tales familiar 

countries, including a French Rumpelstiltskin and 

Big Claus and Little Claus. Miss Pi 
} 


with due appreciation of their heroic 


al i i 
ird has told the sto: 
as well as their home! 
the new Oxford s 

» which Miss Joan Kiddell-Mor 
brings all the evocative magic of her art. No other Eng 
rtict uld have giv 
rtist could Nay 


given this series Suc h 


qualities. ‘This is one of the best of 


t Folk Tales, and one te 


t 


a sense of unity wit! 
o the changing moods of each tale. 


REEVES, : a The Merry-go-round. Illus. by J. Mackay 
383 pp. 8 & 54 ; : , : Heinemann 
en both schoolmaste1 


t 


James Reeves 
uning college lecture: 


icknowledged 


t! He is one of the few living poet 
reputation who write specifically for child: 
write poetry, that is, rather than sentimental slop or w! 
whimpering. 

These facts may help to explain why The Merry-go-r 
ctive and sensible collection of 
seven to twelve. ‘The variet 








jut exception, tl 
one would expect 
ofa bov’s pocket 
ge group for w 
John \l 
their import 
without being 
the poem 
they 


listene1 


nthology. 
a. G ull 17 
pp. 83 
The 


SWII 
19 


r, 


nh unusu illy we 


has been used. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


= = 
/ B igium 


G. M. 


(yt) pp. 


for it 
nothing here 


ibout an n co \ 
! : t tisty even on 
\ glimpse 


sceneries, 


t 
t 


and so on, these 
travel agency | 


curlosity in any 
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BaRNE, K. Tann’s Boarders. Illus. by J. J. Crockford 
183 pp. 74 X 5 ; ; ; ‘ Dent 
Miss Barne’s new book is somewhat slighter than us 
Tann is short for Aunt Ann, who runs a large house out 
Bristol full of children whose parents, for one reason 
another, are not able to make a home for them. Her 
recruit is Alex, whose father, leader of one of the big Lond 
orchestras, goes on doctor’s orders to stay with his w 
tather in South Africa. For some reason never satisfact« 
explained, Alex’s grandfather abominates music, and Ale 
promising young violinist, is forbidden to have lessons on | 
of forfeiting the benefits of her grandfather’s wealth. H 
ever, she decides to defy him and takes her violin with 
to Tann’s house. Once there she soon loses herself in 
new life, and in the lives of her fellow-boarders. There 
Richard, a kind, practical boy with a mania for hock 
Sammy his brother, with the voice of an angel and the 
science of a juvenile delinquent; Choosey or Cheska, 7] 
adopted daughter, whose natural reserve is softened by sor 
what haphazard affection; Elaine, whose aunt is on the st 
and whose one desire is to become a cook; and so on. | 
character is given his or her fulfilment. For Alex, the 
character, there is success in a school concert, doing a 
obligato for a professional singer; finally her grandfather | 
self comes to visit her, each now reconciled to the othe: 
she to his wealth and authority, he to her desire for n 
Ihe story is no more than this pleasant episodes in the lives 
of each of the young people, crises solved by Tann or 
tiresome husband, Uncle Harry. The trouble is that Miss 
Barne has here steered clear of life the sort of life 
like nature, in tooth and claw, which would in fact be lyi 
in wait for such castaways as she describes. For instance t 
arrival of Popsy, Elaine’s disappointed, hysterical 
thoroughly vulgar aunt, should set off a real, hundred-per 
crisis for the household in general and Elaine in parti 
But it does not. Popsy does her worst but it seems to n 
no impact on anyone, and in a few moments all once ag 
is sweetness and light. ‘This is a pity because an autho 
Miss Barne’s calibre should treat her readers sufficient 
seriously to realise that they are ready 


A 


and willing to 


about life as it is, and not as it appears in so much juver 
fiction. Tann’s Boarders is, | am afraid, a rather facile pi 
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of work. All the same, what is Beta-minus Barne is still 
\lpha-minus almost anyone else. }. Crockford’s illustrations 
are curiously disappointing. 


Burr, S. My Candle the Moon. Illus. by S. Rose 
29 pp. 74 K 5 . , , ; Routledge 9/6 
Sybil Burr no doubt derived much pleasure from writing 
My Candle the Moon. She has peopled it with eccentric 
characters, given several new twists to the hack adventure 
story plot, introduced some harmless romance and has let het 
pen run away with her to the extent of over 250 pages. The 
result is unfortunate. The heroine, Pauline, is fat and gawky 
and has no home life; her nickname is Pud, which is a bad 
Start as far as possible romance goes. Her opposite number 
is a tantastic, not to say embarrassing, creation. Louis Sablon 
a young man of Red Indian and French blood, is described 
as a true child of nature. He is given to roaming about the 
cauntry, briefly clad, swimming in any convenient pools, taming 
wild horses, testing people according tc his own standards. 
His conversation, reported in detail, consists of remarks like: 
“It is my very beautiful luck. My Sir is Pawleen’s father. 
I am unable to swallow the signification.” Neither, indeed, 
am I. 


DawLisH, P. Way for a Sailor. Illus. by R. Sheppard 


218 pp. 74 X 5 , ‘ : O.U.P. 9/6 
Although Way for a Sailor has much to commend it, it 
remains a curiously unappealing book. Peter Dawlish’s other 
sea stories are of course well known. This one is somewhat 
different in that we are to understand that much of his own 
boyhood has gone into it. It is the story of Ronald McKay, 
a small boy in a Scottish industrial town. Although he plays 
and fights and shouts as much as his friends, his one desire 
is to go to sea. He visits the public library in search of “a 
book about ships.’ Public libraries in those days were not 
what they are now. Ronald’s visit ended disastrously. His 
determination knows no bounds and no scruples; he deceives 
his parents, who within their limits wish to help him, and 
finally, after a row with his father, runs away. A just 
pardonable coincidence links him with the skipper of a ship 
and the book ends with him about to go to sea as ship's boy. 
A rather unfortunate first chapter shows Ronald as the most 
famous captain of the Trans-Oceanic Steamship Company; he 
is sixty-three years old and has married his childhood sweet- 
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The moral, inescapably, is that if you want 


enough, you can get it. The 


anyt 

trouble is, the Luthor 
le story to tell it lt; the reade is always be 
idged in the ribs, to observe thi 


5 

“hm 
¢ t 
{ { 


1] P. 
LLOW 


} 
} 
} 
I 


that feature of Ron 

is a fine thing, and it has 
of the finest stories in out langu 
Ransome. But it is not so new 
rtling tha ist be rammed down the throats of the 
whether s vers or landlubbers and Peter Dawlish 


\ 


own calling by doing so. 
FancHioTtTi, M. Stories from the Bible. Illus. by 
J. Kiddell-Monroe. 239 pp. 8} a . CROLL. é 
There are hazards in the re-writing of Bible sto 
p tl e wisest writers are thos who K ep closest to 
‘d Version. Even Walter de la Mare 
original whenever possible and 
Miss I nchiotti 1s the 


t 


retains 
matches his style to it. 
boldest experimenter 1 know. % 
does she rebuild the stories, from the ground up, but 
not hesitate to interpret, to explain what the Bible I 
ind by omission and condensation to present a 
tive. Theoretically this is unforgivable. 
ind the stories of absorbing interest. ‘They are 
) may well send 
to the Bible with ind deeper underst 
ing. Miss Fan brilliant one if 
book is a guide and she knows how to make rough pl 
pl She writes precisely and well, hei 


nse vhetitite 
nse a SuOSTITU 


dialog iC - ilw 
a Bible story — has the right ti 
‘tations are neither personal 
story, not with the Creation 
ure for Ur, and 
fulfilment in Cl 
selection of isod illustrate this theme 
surprising. 


Physically y the best book of Bible st ; 
ivailable | ied volume, and Miss Kiddell 
Monroe’s drawi not among her best, have 
sense of space an ilance associated with her. 
GARNETT, H. Rough Water Brown. Illus. by 
S. Findlay. 158 pp. 8 X 54 ; Bodley Head 
Mr. Garnett’s book owes its title to a poem of 


elloc in which reference is made to the Severn. 
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iver and the confluent Av dbury, Tewkesbury 
ind Wribbenhall, the story ‘tting. [Che time is mid 
nineteenth century and the ckground is the growing dis 
honesty among Severn’ wate empted by the decline of 
nland merchant shipping ilfering and smuggling. Benn 
t the Mater Witch, be i significant pawn in their gam 

tl 


le unexpected retu t his 1 ‘r whom his masters 


into slavery vea etore. e ot his danger but not 


1¢ 


anding the re t l nny finds retuge with th 


merchant ‘orneliu ; : logether they set out to 
Surprisingly, Benny, just 

gh much olde n perience, takes charg Fron 

»r Cornelius he becomes his lieutenant. Piquancy 

that while Benny’s late masters are 


ippropr! “ly ille Sabri 


Is added ne ll 


hunting him, his mothe is 


hunting them. ‘There thus ar waging interplay rces 
ind much variety of incident. igh the characters are 
sketched only in outline, the time and place are convincingly 
ecreated, more eftectively i he te r itions 


though there are two good 


PLUGH ine Brig 
Stobbs. 207 ‘ap 9/6 
\nothe wh e-did-la olida tamil lventu 
story. In fact the book covers two holidays, for the children 
involved gh to have | the sea. ‘The 
main characters, Bruce, Celia , are the same as 
in The Pigeongram Puzzli igain the North 
Devon Coast. The main activities to occupy these pleasai 


energetic children (12-14ish one suspects, for it is not exa¢ 


are | ICKY Cnous 


revealed), during one winter and spring, are the building 

a sand-yacht, in which they spin headily along the tideline 
race with a family who become their friends, and discove1 
old chapel which they excavate the sand-dunes. That the 
chapel turns out t a valuable old illuminated psalte1 
gives a bright ‘] iona treasure h 

to the story. 


This is one of those competently written books, planned 
to contain ingredients that children of school age are known 
to enjoy. It has no qualities that will make it last for more 
than a season or two, but those who read it will find them 
selves sharing a pleasant, breezy, busy few weeks in the open 
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air. ‘The production is well up to the normal, high, ¢ 
standard, with a generous scatter of good pictures by Wil 
Stobbs. 


pr 


5 


H, P. Tinker Boy. Illus. by H. Kernoff. 182 pp. 
K 5 . , : ‘ ‘ ‘ Dent iV) 
This is vintage Patricia Lynch, for although it does 
include the fantastic element of some of her finest work 
is as fresh and lively as the best, and as conscious of 
pleasures of being young and alert. She knows how to s 
that the ordinary things of life are worthy of attention, 
even her new heroine, Tessa Nolan, would probably 
ordinary to outsiders, for she has the reputation of being ‘“‘t! 
meekest girl in the whole school” (In school, being the larg 
pupil, she has a desk at the back and has given up complain 
that the shine on the board keeps her from seeing the figu 
But in crossing Tinker’s Corner one day she is commissioned 
by a tinker woman to take her son, Dara MacDara, to get 
some schooling, and ‘Tessa soon shows herself a girl of sp 
The advent of a young aunt from Kerry, come to help while 
Mrs. Nolan is in hospital, adds a great deal to the famil 
life (especially its meals) and releases Tessa for further 
adventures with Dara. An exciting day at the races is followed 
by the night of the Onion Fair, when all the Nolans have 
part in rescuing Aunt Ber’s turkeys from a disreputable tinke: 
tribe, who have fulfilled all the suspicions of the neighbourhood 
against tinkers in general, and so made Dara’s position difh 


The characters and conversations, like the scene _ itself 
come alive and are good to read about, and Tessa’s activities 
and anxieties, and, even more, her appreciation of all the 
colourful world about her, are shared in full by the reader. 
Sound values, real people, and the best kind of Irishness 
fine warm-hearted mixture. 


Moore, J. (Ep). The boys’ country book. Illus. by 
S. Hughes. 352 pp. 84 > 54 ° ‘ Collins 13/- 


The list of contributors to this book is heavy with famous 
names: the editor himself, Spencer Chapman, Jack Longland 
Jacquetta Hawkes, Robert Henriques, James Fisher, FE: 
Hosking, Maxwell Knight and others. ‘Together they w 
thirty-eight chapters on a host of activities a boy or girl 


pursue in that forgotten world where God’s living creatures 


exist, blissfully ignorant of T.V. and Radio Luxemburg. 





Pri 
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Apart from an unnecessary emphasis on fun in his intro- 
duction, John Moore makes an excellent compere, linking the 
specialists’ contributions as smoothly as Harry Bailey bridged 
the gap trom story to story on the way to Canterbury. 

Ihe subjects the experts discuss include, for example, 
camping and climbing, sailing and stalking, kite-flying and 
gliding, archeology and bird watching, starting a_ personal 
museum and fox hunting; none is treated exhaustively but, 
praise be, nearly all include a short list of books for furthe: 
eading. 

If only because this book emphasises the type of leisure 
activity which involves doing something in the country rather 
than sitting watching a screen, it is worth buying. A youngste1 
sampling almost any of the pastimes will find satisfaction, 
adventure of some kind, and a fund of knowledge about the 
world of nature. Most children, given the opportunity, revel 
in the subjects Mr. Moore’s book covers; it deserves to reach 
the widest possible public parents as well as children 
before the insidious influences of canned entertainment blind 
us to the attractions of life out-of-doors: and mass—watching 
kills healthy curiosity and independence. 


Price, O. The Valley of the Dragon. Illus. by 


J. Moment. 250 pp. 74 


4 xX 44 Bell 10/6 
The times of Kublai Khan are not often celebrated in 
juvenile fiction nor, for that matter, in adult novels since Don 
Byrne wrote Messer Marco Polo. ‘Vhe latter appears, albeit 
fortuitously, in this tale of a camel boy who sets out to retrieve 
a practically sacred white mare of faultless pedigree which 
has been stolen from the palace pastures of the Emperor. Lin 
Fu attaches himself for this purpose to a caravan which leads 
him eventually to the Valley of the Dragon where, not with- 
out reverses, the mare is regained. ‘The atmosphere of the 
golden age of Cathay is skilfully sketched,. the orhpan boy 
and his friends, and the celebrities he encounters, sympathetic- 
ally portrayed. Some of the wonder always awakened by 
recollections of the Khan and his distinguished servants is con 
vaved, and the general plot is sufficiently exciting in itself. 


PULLEIN-T'HomPSON, J. Show Jumping Secret Illus. 


D 


y S. Rose. 192 pp. 74 X 5 Collins 8/6 


There is no mystery about this story. Secret is the name 
of a horse and it is his and his owner’s training for show 
jumping that make up the sequence of events in the tale. The, 
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itive IS very straig 


ittorward. There is no plot 


a record ot progress, and while the story may live for o1 
moment it does live intensely tor that moment. ‘There se 
to be no real environment or surrounding atmosphere. 
characters are almost suspended in a vacuum, and yet th 


nage to retain some vivaciousness tor the duration ot 


story. The main character is a boy who is lame after suff 

from polio and his muddled thoughts, conflicting emotions 

real perseverance are well portrayed. His cousins are not 
Imirable in character and the author’s apparent distavo 

given them some queer reactions that seem less true to 
Che information about riding is given generously, clearly 
inpretentiously, and is inviting to the uniniatated. “The w 
I 


idard of the book is a little higher than most “‘horse’’ st 


sta 


SERRAILLIER, I. Everest climbed. Illus. by L. 
Rosoman. 60 pp. 743 X 5 ©O.U.P. 


Writing in the foreword to this book, Sir John H 
lescribes the ascent of I st as ‘“‘a symbol, a vision of 

spirit, a revelation of the power which is given to 
to overcome great dith« ilties when he aims high oO ! 


the material, but also in the spiritual sense.” 

Poetry is the language of symbol and vision, the ap; 
priate articulation of the spiritual, and Mr. Serraillie: 
written a narrative poem based on the conquest of | 
which is vigorous, original, and, in places, moving. Like 
previous poem on the Kon-Tiki expedition, it is a loose 

rsational verse pattern with occasional rhyme. Some ot 
hymes appear forced an unnecessary lapse in a poet wv 
in make even a cliché fit into its rightful place and 
resh from the Mint. 

Leonard Rosoman’s unusual illustrations are as_ force 
ind imaginative as Mr. Serraillier’s verse; the book is 
for them. 


SWEZEY K. M. Science Magic. Illus 182 pp. 

Yt > 64 ‘ ° . ° ‘ ‘ Kaye 

This book follows the sound tradition of sealing-wax 
string, for to perform the magical feats listed (there are 
than a hundred) you need only assemble a few  housel 
rticles and some easily acquired chemicals. “Then you ré 
e instructions if you can keep your eyes off the | 
photographs, which are pretty well self-explanatory. Altho 


it is to chemistry that one looks for the spectacular, the a 
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juniors tor the pertorman of these mysteries. Of cours« 
the Sixth Form may regard some of these tricks with scorn 
but they will probably want to | shot at the ingenious 


cloud chamber. 


Che smaller type used for the first half of the title suggests 
this is to be the first of a series } Ithough we | 
» ( ‘ sf » t } » > t! » AX A 
the idea of continuation most acceptabl For there has also 
Yi } Ss . « sto il Oo s | lk en OUP 
nothing can bring period to | ett than a gor { } 
book, most have merely surrounded cardboard characters with 
mass of « mstantial evidet g ied from t 


books. Mr. Taylor shows that the history book itself can 
far more entertaining and illuminating. 

His combined “guide-book and travel book” is well 
irranged, under such headings as “Earning a Living,” ““Uhe 
Sea” and “In Trouble,” and though there is no index material 
should not be very difficult to lo« te Within 1 shor 
} : ] — 


J 


1e seems to give a very rounded portrait of the perio 


bout noting which aspects of life were neglected 


by the recorders and while they cannot be dealt with, should 


is scrupulous 


be kept in mind. ‘Throughout he emphasises a proper approach 
to history, and reminds readers than an age cannot be judged 
by its outstanding men or interesting relics alone, nor can it 
be arbitrarily separated from the continuously altering state 
of affairs we study as “history.” His comments on his materi 
are usually thought-provoking and his sense of propo 


dmirable. 


The material itself is fascinating, and very readably 
+] ! 


presented, with useful sub-he s. [he book contains n 
surprises p blems id ttempted solutions we sid 


“modern” exist alreadv while others which might seem always 
worth consideration are not even touched 
full of unusual and intriguing information, lists necdotes 


word derivations, 
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children with an interest in the past and some who simpl) 


miscellaneous facts. They are not used in a miscellar 
fashion, however, for each contributes something to 
l'aylor’s picture of the age and his object-lesson on how 


«l 
history should be studied. 
Secondary School students nd some younget 
his method 


‘or ' Re 
thors of historical fiction are probably already busy in 


{ 
with a passion for history should appreciate 


his revelations into thei chai des. 


TuHorpe, B. & KercutLey, T. Tales on the North 
Wind. Illus. by G. Mittelmann. 125 pp. 74 X 5 
Bell 

Bit by bit the stock of folk-lore, which has been 
diminished since the war, is being built up, and this ple 

little book is a further addition to the Scandinavan s 

it present represented by Kaplan’s Swedish tales and St 

berg’s Norwegian tales. It is built from two large Victor 
collections made by scholars Thorpe’s Yule-Tide Stori 

1853, and Keightley’s Fairy Mythology, an 1850 revisi 

an earlier collection. ‘The folk-lorist commentary has 

omitted and some of the wording has been altered, espe: 
to make way for more conversations, and the index indi 
the source of each story. 

The eighteen stories themselves are the sort which 

be told too often, and though some seem rather flat in 

telling, most are very good. Some of the familiar favo 


5 


ire here, but more were new to this reviewer, notably sev 


ibout human dealings with the people of the hills and ty 


good stories about medieval times which might well hay 
historical basis. The virtues of steadfastness, honesty 
courage are seldom displayed so effectively as in folk-lore 
though these tales will be enjoyed primarily as good entert 


ment, something may well remain with the entertained in the 


way of sturdy commonsense and right behaviour, as well 
in the no-less important quality of wonder. Gertrude Mitt 
mann’s drawings show care, and a nice understanding of w! 
rytale people should look like. It seems odd that the 
lishers, while mentioning her name in the introduction 
ot added it to the title page as well. 
Treece, H. Hounds of the King. lUllus. by C. Price 
151 pp. 8 X 54 , : Bodley Head 9 
This addition to the author’s series of historical 
for children really traces the stages of a developing trag 


11 
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not a pe —_— ol oo ite tragedy but a national and militar 
one for 1 Ha death at Senlac was but a symbol and 
a eaisiicians TI he Saxon youth, Beornoth, leaves his in 
poverished home to seek his fortune with the picked body of 
fighting men known as the //ousecarles For Edward th 


Contessor they had become little more than a_ slightly em 





barrassing bodyguard, but tor Harold they resembled the flowe 

of Saxon military chivalry in the same way that the Guards 
regiments still represent a corps elite today. Beornoth’s 
personal fortune and prestige prosper, but for him and_ his 
comrades tragedy lies in wait in the forced marches and ex 
haustion that followed the battle of Stamford Bridge in the 
rush to the south. Tired, underfed and dispirited, they could 
be no match tor the ‘superior form and tactics of Duke 


William’s + ell-tound troops, and so the legend of the //ouse- 
carles sesidued be the fulfilment of the purpose for which they 

1 the protection of their King. Mr. 
Treece may present a new view of the Saxon twilight for those 
nurtured on the outlines of the Bayeux tapestry, but all should 


had been cherishec 


enjoy his story whether dine accept his view or not. ‘The 
drawings are good and there is a short appendix of notes and 


comments. 


REECE, H. Ask for King Billy. Illus. by R. Kennedy 
208 pp. 8 X 5 - Faber 10/6 


A quick, exciting st to ld boys and girls. 
Once one has got ove i the slow start witl the 
hero mooning about his derelict detective agency nd then 
swallowed the wildly improbable son for the whol 
adventure, the chase is on, and the 1 itive tingles on skil 
fully to the end. Mr. ‘Treece is perhaps best at creating scenes 


full of particular atmosphere against which his dramati 
moments can loom. The Zoological Gardens on a peaceful 
afternoon, an R.A.F. Station on the Great North Road, a 
villa on the outskirts of Hull, and so on. All the settings of 
the story are built up with the observation of a poet. The 
characters in the story even allowing for the fact that it 
is a very tall story are not neariy so successfully drawn 
It is only in them that you can suspect the author guilty ot 
that cankering thought ‘oft ill I am only writing for 
children.” The hero in particular, an ex-R. AF. , dim, hope- 
fully, happy-go—not—very lucky type, must have been designed 



















begins by having her tonsils out and 

5 ving h h t broken There signs 

nn s growing up, but sh emains th harming, o 
ld of earlier books in h nfailing kindness and t 


st charming of them turns out to be the most unprinci| 
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seem attractive to young readers. In fact it is only just \ 
sible to care enough about him to worry whether he su 
the end 
lt is not often that a tale as well-written as dsk for | 
y, IS as tinuously exciting. Its thrills will enfold 
) 12 upwards tor at least one long fireside ev 
M. Sun slower Sun f ’ Illus. by 
zon 287 pp. 7} X 54 ; Collins 
| \ SLOTS tl ougn tl d Ines I oO! tim 
iN » | J le I ] eason \l SS | rss 
yw T S ncompromising s 
s as she lates th id | efusal to 
| lhe read can t S | O 
premise which allows her cl s to step in 
| sent n nto ¢ lie ( S 1d » re 
ge of the present while adapting themselves 
\ | I IS Cas b Cause e ws mov SO Ii 
fl imposes no more constraint than arises fre 
g what are called fictional biographies. The tw 
} children, Cecili nd Richard, e delighttul; 
the limping and scholarly Dominic, charming. 
t r all incidents, ancient or modern, around Bat! 
confining them to ancestral circles, the story does not 
iain hypothesis, and a good deal of local history of n 
ficance is painlessly imparted to the reade1 
4. S. Penny Puzzled. Illus. by T. R 
195 pp. 73 43 O.U.P 8 
Penelope Patricia Andrews develops steadily as a cl 





Recuperating from her oj with frie 
she finds he 


opel 


on the east ‘rs ulations cot 


valuable painting become mingled with 


local gymkh na 


coast, 





the theft of 


stealing everyone's thunde1 at a 


k, this time, but as o1 bl \ 


ors 1e of a Victorian ensen 

ch her most serious rival for attention is a dalmation w 
stic memory makes him the perfect carriage dog fo 
sion. Mr. Tring, without taking his eye off the child 


tall to the 


grown-ups. As too otten happens 


no doubt Penny will recover from the shock in tim 
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Vieont, | The Family at Dowbtggins. Illus. by 


Freeman. 223 pp. 8 4 Lutterworth 6 
A story by Eltrida Vipont is always something more than 


a tamily adventure tor the 10 13 vear-old.”” Here are no 


stock characters in impossibl. situations, but real people, both 


oung and old, learning to live together and to take up thet 
esponsibilities in the community Ihe Conyers family 

Father, Mother and fi hildren ranging in age trom 14 to 
8, are finding it hard to make ends meet No longer does 
their nursery garde mn the [itt ore North country village 
t Hilderstone pay its wat d Nlother suggests taking in 
paving guests Though at first tl hildren hate the idea ot 
this, and there e som npleasant characters among. the 
Visitors by the end of ¢| to SEV ¢ | ot them have become 
eal friends ot the tamily \Lorh with her patience and 


firm kindness, keeps everythu yoing, the children all have 
their own friends and interests in the village, but it is Fath 
neffective and dreamy though he appears to be at first sight 
vho eventually “restores the fallen fortunes of the house. 
All the good Tortune set 
B to the story, but this is a small criticism of a good tale. 
Children who look for fun and adventure will not be 
disappointed, tor the lady folk-lore enthusiasts, with “all that 
hey nony-noing”’. as Father calls it. provide some laughs, and 


the episodes ot the quicksands ima tne bird shooting on the 


ns to come at once to form a climax 


marshes are exciting enoug! It is Miss Vipont’s clea 
r character-drawing, however, that counts for most, and_ het 
ibility to make the reader feel the warm sympathy and sens¢ 
of unity which goes to ‘“‘keep alive happv atmosphere in 
old house.”’ 
Terry Freeman's drawings contribute to the pleasant 
homely atmosphere of the story, being clear and very much tn 


character. 


A misprint or two detract a little trom an otherwise well 


produced book 
VaiTe. H. | Dear Miss Barrett pI S 4 





Lutterworth S 6 

This is a competent little story of the life ot Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning which ns along smoothly and chattily. 
The picture of the Barrett tamily, in spite ot the selfish and 
tvrannical father, remains a gay and attractive one, and whil 


the picture is a lighthea ted ew r the truth if is never 














ana 
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tawdriness. 





heroine. 
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IRANE, | VWarion turns tee rT. 136 pp. 
5 ; ( & Windus 7/6 
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explorers, not a eulogy 


fanatics 
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‘Caree Novels ill 
two reasons eithe t 


brochure could ive ill tl 





gl 
entrant and the novelist 

t ickly wadded coating o 

n order to reach the aim 
nder review offers so mal 
tion ot them all devel 
ippellation “novel” is at | 


Cookery Kate talls int 
may be a keen amateur cook, 


career She 


cookery hei 


possibilities open to girls W 


not been able to resist the t 


neillary occupations and 
very well integrated in 
by adolescent 


nterest, and not mainly 
It is true that Kate contir 
wants is to cook true 
the college, works in ah 


pastry m< 





parties and takes a very m 


private family But all this only leads to marriage 
country hotel where she is more supervisor than cook. 
story will no doubt appeal to some young girls and cont 
more substance than many similar tales. But it falls bet 


two stools and one is di 
practitioners can make 

might do better to confine 
| 


where there is less temptat 


and where real intormati 


fashion 


Is perh ps 


humour and a somewhat 
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ition in many fields. Mr. D 
esult, his book develops 


i1ronicle of intrepid and detert 


ock-gymnast oO peak-b 
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the result is a factual account 
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melodramati 
oncerned with cookery as a « 
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learns the element 
something 


too that she 


learns 
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GRAEME, L. ITelen, Ballet Student iS pp. 7 
Hut 
A romal s Ss let 
cnaracters Br He] S 
given an | 
mbitious young w k 
a con nt ial \ let t 
th oa Ss oO ( 
prize at t 1 ¢ ev work 
vill pleas . le girl 
or the sel es S | 


of reach. 


19] 


Return t 


peep at noving scene | led w half moulded cl icters 
nd having no beginning or end 

HOLLIS H. | Per f D» 198 pp 
- 1 T » 

+4 ] [ .P. 0/— 

The , enil tist does 1 only « ire i ng “for 

perspective W h ne ps th a tless charm 

displayed by young draughtsmen. But there n oO! 1 time 

when he wants to prod te’ drawing, or 

wishes to compos« I f but not seen, material. 

It is then that some sin pl ] be g n TI Ss account 


f linear 
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oO oO ot 

ll the others in the 

} This book is 

s who are only 

sult is bewildering, 

he ling of the 


books ot | t l S Ss I \l S H ll seems to nio con- 
fusing the In this k we see Ella, the ballerina, 
succes 1es standing, but there is 
ttle ctual pl l ) | “ le resembles ther 
scattered pieces vs widely scattered family and 
+} 1 thar tie 
OTESSIOI il t { S ea la 1es 
persons and s toget! } learly visible between 
' . - - a . 
the senarat ps. 7 wever. 0 canines with, the 
| y 
tmospnhe llet leisurely glimpse ot 
| tself, be 4 t little too for I il It is a 
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book for the purpose, for it deals in a thoroughgoing way w 

all that an advanced student might wish to know. It mig 
however, find a place in a school library as a work of referen 
where it might also attract the attention of a young geomet 
Jones, k. I- The Story of Wales. 245 pp. 8} X 53 
F abe 

sually, books on the history ot Wales are too long 

too short, intended eith or the scholar or for the exami 
who taces mpulsory questions in ver devoted 


l ( 
p< l 


T 
! ' 
ponderantly to British History Miss Inglis-Jones  strik 


m i M1 posing on prehensive survey 
Welsh history which combines confident authority witl 
m pretentious presentation he thread of Wels 
I 1 but iuthor achieves a consequent 
tive of considerable pace. [here is balance here ar N 
l In-SoO-Tal iS the more colo irT il Welshn 
exploited at the expense of the less spectacular 
yrogress and unity; proportion in-so-far as 
1 * the Act of Union has made itself 
ind the fortunes of England and Wales become at le 
yminally intertwined. The author has some interesting thir 
to say about present-day trends in the Principality whi 
emphasise the thoughtful attitude in which she has writt 
the whole. The maps are culled from Prof. William Rees’s 
ellent Historical Atlas of Wales and Sir Frederick Rees’s 
Studies in HM elsh Ilistory, and there are very good photographs 
ind plates. The Bibliography indicates the shortage of genet 
books about Wales which this present volume should do n 
to amend. 


Jowett, M. Candidate for fame. Illus. by P. Fortnum 
232 pp. 8} X 54 O.U.P. 11 
The title of this story for older girls is taken from Mr 
Siddons’ reference to herself as “an ambitious candidate f 0 
fame.’ The great actress herself appears in the book, togeth: 
with other celebrated personages of the 18th century, theatri 
nd political. We follow the career of young Deborah Keat 
daughter of a travelling actor-manager, from the day wh 
she wears a red skirt and marches into a little provincial tow: 
at the head of their company, beating a drum to anno 
their arrival, through her failures and mild successes in cou 
and town to her final triumph as Perdita in ‘“Winter’s ° 
at Drury Lane under Sheridan’s management, and 
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Marriage to a rising young act 
most of the dangers besetting an 





players were classed with rogues 
no protection Dy law ohe sutte 
is nearly kidnapped by a gang of 
lives as companion to a lady of 
fortunate In most ot { engag 
Ot eEXé table TNr} nt 
ot backstage lite well 
time of a general election. 

Peggy Fortnum’s drawings 


the 


retreshingly un 
Brown's Fami 


+ 
Ol 


tne 


sual 
Pl 


characte period. 
background 


ty 


KNIGHT, M. Letters to Young 


by P. Lambe. 192 | 


e ‘4 








to escape 


the d 


lays when 


1 vagabonds and aftorded 

. dship and poverty and 
ken sailors, but she also 
shion toi time, and is 
nents lhe odd behavio 11 
s he bitter rivalries 
s well as London at the 
iough spidery, are well in 
geth good book with a 
ninding one of Pamel 

ore adult in tone. 


turalist. Lllus 


Collins 10/6 








It may be supposed that the letter technique here employed 
serves its purpose in introducing a degree of novelty to what 
is an introduction of tairly commonplace creatures that most 
children at some time or othe tch purs Chere are 
occasions, however, on which bot ncle and nephew seem to 
be playing the game for the reader’s sake rather than thei 
own. On the whole, though, the question and answer method 
of much older books of inst m is camoutlaged — skilfully 
enough and plenty of reliable i: on is educed on such 
subjects as badgers, birds, fro hedgehogs, butterflies, moths, 
hares, snakes, stoats, weasel bits, spiders, squirrels, bats 

nd all the oth tures W be easily found within 

1 moderate dius in ar yuntrys Uhere are ny sound 

hints tor furtl ng and t illustrations are clearly 

detailed where necessary or sufficiently homely to encourag 

the illusion of personal correspon id neul nterest. 
Oxford Junior Ency 1 ] 8. Engineering: 

Vol. 11, The Hom , O.U.P 30) /— each 

With Volume Eleven, this Encyclopedia is complet 
ind there remains only the Index Volume to be published in 
order that the work can be completely satisfactory and serve 
its full purpose. I confess that my own preference in = an 
encyclopedia is that it shall be nged alphabetically so that 
I shall not have to refer to two volumes (the Index and one 


I require, because 


out The Home for 
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on cooking, there e many occasions when 
tion does not come so readily to mind. 
history or em 


be inclined to look for the 
rather than under Home. 


Ni vertheless it may well be that the a 


by the publishers of this work pro 
useful one, and t e can be no doubt th 


Encyclopedia will remain for many years 

work tor (Grammar scl 

Secondary Schools, though it will be foun 
pupils in the latte: 

The whole work is noteworthy not « 

of its text but also for the excellence of its 


3 ; ° . . Ro it 
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tne volume ind 
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broidery under A 


i 
a more genet 
the Oxford Jun 
far and away 
| Mod 


1ools and 
d too adv inced 


the cla 


illustrations. 


nly To! 


L. Atkinson 


ledge Y 


) publishers, knows tor wl 
| $s W ng Lhe 00ks e tor 9 - 16's. A 
voe Detide, one imagines, any s \ old seen dipping 
on May Meadrig s the second of a series (Charles Arrii 


is the first) written specially tor 12 - 18 year-olds. It is 


easy to sce the point or the id a. Th story follows 
( lous detail t lost-treasure—in-the-Highlands-wit 
dashes-of-local-history—and—a—local-lun pattern made f 
lliar DY dozens oO ) thors; th onl difference 1s that 
main characters are a young ceuple, John and Janet Quirk 
the story of whose eting ting and marriage was t 
Charles {rr ng n two othe ing people, Pat 


‘7 , re 223. The dif : 
S > LOY On pag hake he ditteren 
] rs } 
I ] i ( ie on Mi 
iS aS remote f n any adult SPOK 





igh well-contrived is 
and hackneyed. ‘The men particularly, Jo 


yes, acti 


fall n and Fiona Cameron, who walk away into 


is more in appe 
tween the sc px rs 
en in fact or ficti 
at once far-fetch 
hn and Patrick 


ially !) are miseral 


, re } vould inside the cover he chear 
creatures, Who Would pass inside the covers of the cheap 


women’s magazines but who should not be 
of this sort which, with its format and 
illustrations deceives one into thinking tha 


1 perfectly 


respectable children’s book. 


Indeed, the whole 


| 
it is not respectable. 
too mucn so. The 


narrow, so Casy. 


tolerated in a bo 
good convention 


t May Meadrig al 


Not, of course, t 


trouble is that it 


standards and values it implies are 
Money is no object — 


li 
The old Principess 
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pays me a fair salary and no more, though with what I draw 
from my sleeping-partnership in Quirke, Armstrong and 
Armstrong, we're nice and ymfortably off, thank God.’ 


Nothing In fact, Is any oD t and | > em| Olly nd 
something to be kept strictly at bay. B eans let books be 


written tor teen-agers nd Dy ll n ns let love r its head, 
a part of life iS people lin t B t tet the st ries be reasonable 
and well-told and show an acceptai of contemporary exis 


ence, 


HIBBS, R. Abram Brown Illus y P. Jullian 
113 pp. 84 X 54 ' | ion Press 2/6 
An odd book, this \t first sight tl vere pertectior 
oT its typography, the unn ss iy Tuss HOU plates, en ved 
we are told by new process, t book’s thinness and high 


price all these combine to repel all but the most fastidious 
: “ee ° ' : . 

But, if curiosity wins, t d will | eward ec 
| sor-ch + tor} } } »ail ] ] vtremels ll OF the 
Ong-short stories which read aioud Ktremely well. ti 


iuthor we are told nothing. Yet clearly the telling of the 
stories of Abram Brown, The Dash and The Isand |} 


considered with loving care and worked over and over. The 


first story is about an Irish tink over a century ago; it Is 
an epic in miniature. \bram, accompanied always by his 
faithful dog, becomes successively tail | runs up Suit 
for the Gentleman in a day but the trousers are too tight to 
wear and the Gentleman, appearing without them, loses a bet 
: of a thousand sovereigns Ihis is only the beginning. Abram 


becomes a soldier, and a good one. Wounded, he takes refuge 
£ 


. with a peasant family. Finally ter adventures at he 
becomes rich, then loses all his money and at last, 
spell in prison, lives to a comfortable old ige in house bo ight 
for him by his friends. The Chase is about an clopement, and 
very exciting too, if not quite the thing for the young. And 
the last story is about two boys who live on a deserted island 
There is a deliberately sought timeless quality about these 
stories, though if any century in particular is recalled, it is 

: the eighteenth; Aram Brown reminds me somehow of Candid 


1 looking out for 


? An odd book, I repeat. But wort 


PINKERTON, K. Royal Browne. Illus. 192 pp. ° 
8 x 54 
A 


have for older boys and girls will lie in its novelty of situation 
eer 


Sed 


Bodley Head 9/¢ 


thi 


) 
} 
; 
i I 


large part of the attraction which novel shoul 


and setting. It is not often one comes across a story | 
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on the adventures of a family resident on a converted y 
ich peddles goods to the remoter settlers of the coastal in 
of British Columbia. And that its Captain, Danforth Brow 
is an actor who has forsaken the touring companies, who lo 
quite unselfishly, his seventeen year-old daughter, Royal, 
younger brother, Wally; put these factors into the w 
still secluded setting of a mountainous coast where logg 
often work single-h nded ind where men and women n 
be largely self-dependent and it is not surprising that M 
Pinkerton, in her clear, unsentimental style, has evolved 
effective story for the intermediate library. <A slight but 
evitable love interest is handled with a tact that does 
undermine its sincerity. 
SALTER, L. Going to the Opera. Illus. 160 pp. 
/4 > ; ; ‘ ; ; Phoenix House Y 
Lionel Salter’s Going to a Concert is still the best sl 
introduction to the subject in print. ‘This new addition 
the excellent “Excursions” series is by the same author, 
has a more specialist appeal. Opera-goers are few 
dedicated, and for novices, this short book is a “must.” ©O 
the other hand, for those who have not previously been di 
to opera, Lionel Salter’s book makes little appea il; a does 1 
set out to convert, but to » baile up detail by detail the int 
mosaic which is an operatic a He : best 
technical details, and most illuminating on relations betw 


} 
hy 
I 


— Wi) 


nd a little disappointing. His exclusion of operatic synoy 
too, is a little to be regretted, although many other mus 


lit rettist and composer. The historic: il sections are ft 


reference books contain these. His style and approach throu, 
ire excellent; the subject is at his finger-tips and he w1 
straightforwardly, humorously, rticularly about transl 
opera, and with complete con Ro The illustrations 
interesting and revealing but the text is somewhat cramn 


into the 150 pages allotted it. 
Soper. FE. A. When badgers wake. Illus. by the 
} 270) pp. Q > 54 P . Routledge - 
Several years ago, Mr. Ernest Neal wrote a monog 
on the badger (Collins, New Naturalist Monograph S 


1948). In his preface he stated: “Badgers are extren 
dificult to observe under normal conditions . . they 


airly strictly nocturnal . . . (their) life is still shro 
in mystery and less is known of (their) habits than of tl 
of any other of our larger mamnials.” 
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Miss Soper has penetrated some of the mystery and seen 
many of the badger’s habits by personal observation. For four 
years she waited and watched, night after night; | ( 
rats scampering over her boots and even nudging her sketch- 
book, cramped conditions nothing could deter | 


Her reward was to be accepted almost as a friend of 


the family. She persuaded several cubs and an adult badger 
to feed from her hand; remarkable achievement and, to a 
naturalist, a thrilling climax to a long observation. Her 
intimate contact with the family provided a very full knowledge 
of their behaviour, and for anyone with the slightest interest 
in natural history her detailed record is both fascinating and 


g 
inspiring. 

Miss Soper is also an artist. She includes in her book 
dozens of sketches — an average of at least one a page made 
on the spot. ‘They are as full of life and movement as Bewick’s 
birds; they depict badgers and other animals indulging in the 
many activities that make watching worth while. Mr. Neal, 


who writes a laudatory preface to the book, assures us that 
. 
they are accurate; they are certainly very charming and 


decorative, and idd enormo isly to the appeal ot the book. 
Reviewer's jargon apart, I can sincerely say that it is a 
long time since a book gave me so much pleasure and satisfac- 


tion. 


WI LCH, A. Come gliding with me. Il] 1S. 160 pp. 








5 : ; a ' ; ; Muller 9/6 
This addition to the Junior Sportsman’s Library is, like 
ll other titles in this series, written by an expert. Mrs. Welch 

is not only the Vice-Chairman of the British Gliding 

Association but has represented Britain in European and World 

Championships. With her husband she holds the British two- 

seater record. 

Gliding is a sport which can appeal to the pioneer. Only 
ider from England 
to France and no one has ever flown a glider from France to 


England. 


three people, for instance, have flown a 


This book is an excellent introduction. It deals with all 
the different aspects of the sport, such as launching, soaring 


and weather, clubs, equipment, aerobatics. Complicated tec 
nical terms are not used and it has the assurance of vuthority. 


Some photographic illustrations would have been welcome, 








AGE 360 THE JUNIOR BOOKSH! 
WIBBERLEY, L. The epics of Everest. Illus. by 

G. Vaughan-Jackson. 217 pp. 8 X 53 Faber 10 

Apart from the mass of general books about Everest, w 

have had recently several written specifically for young 


readers John Hunt’s simplified versions of his The Ascent 
f Everest; accounts by Howard Marshall, Eric Shipton 
Micheline Morin of the various attempts to climb 


ntain; lan Serraillier’s poem on the final conquest. 
Mr. Wibberley’s book concentrates on making an exciting 


+} ¢ 


nture of » attacks made on the mountain since 191 





ilties and dangers facing the climbers are constantly 
before the reader in both text and illustration: Everest 
rsion ot “The Ten Little Nigger Boys’ (‘“Mount Everest 
toll of her would-be climbers was now thirteeen’’) is a gr 
iniment the heroism and narrow escapes of men lik 
Longland, Shipton, Mallory and others. 


- t 
lhe s no undue emphasis on Hunt's successful 
p m3; it falls into its proper place as the culmination 
rs hard work by earlier expeditions. 


There is no doubt that boys and girls do find the conqu 
Everest an inspiring and powerful story. Mr. Wibberle 
ls it once again, graphically and boldly, pointing the mor 

which is so much more than the bagging of the peak: ‘Ever 


s not won by two men, but by the spirit of mankind 
spirit which, though rebuffed many times, has proved 
lomitable in the face of all the tasks with which it has bee: 
ronted. It is not that man has climbed the highest mounta 
the world that makes the Everest story an epic. Rath 
s that man would not give up his efforts to do so, even 


until he was victorious.’ 


Younc, P. M. Instrumental Music. Illus. 68 pp. 
84 xX 6} . Methuen 8 
Dr. Young, equally at home with beginners as with mor 
idvanced listeners, has written this addition to Methuen’s Out 
lines for the former class. “lhe instruments, from piano t 
piccol re described and illustrated in their origins and 
their contemporary shapes, the composers who exploited thet 
are dealt with, and an account is given of the musical forms 
which developed alongside the enlargement of the orchest: 
palette. ‘The text is interspersed with examples in musi 
notation. ‘The field of solo and ensemble music is amply su 
1, in view of the employment of a page of full 


} 1 
} 


veyed, thoug 
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\HRISTIE 


Daviot, G T he 
Henry 


] 1, 


indea aaven 


Privateer P. Davies 
Morgan, the | neer, emerges as a bo 


1 1 1 
fiirer tram ¢ . ting } } 
¢ ‘ nd 


Plunder of the sun M. 
An exciting and readable nture story cor 
lost t1 
described Peruvian setting 


easure of ie Incas. (Good iracterisation 


DRAKE Ml. Chrysantha Bodley Head 


ramous 








GARDNER, E. S. The Case of the drowsy mosquito. 
[he amateur detective in ‘this story is also a 


in that capacity a credible charact The plot is n 
original but characterisation is good, the theme | 


were large 








\ young girl’s ginative d id | stor 
several unusual characters and parti ilarly those of C 
herself and of her lover who lives in fear of becomi: 
(soDDEN, R. A Candle for St. Jud \M. Joseph 
The preparations for tl jubilee celebrations 


Dut 40) 
] | 
ning the 
] wel] 
4 4 well 


ground interesting. 
Lorts, N. Queen in waiting VI. Joseph 12/6 
This is the life story of emarkable but singularly un 
fortunate woman, Eleanor of Aquitaine, wife of Henry II of 
England. Born out of her « t Eleanor’s t gifts 
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occupied in relation to their male relative Only her 


Richard the Lionheart, seems to have appreciated 
he time he came to the throne “anor was already 


+ 


son 


her 


years of age ‘he historical background of the story 


s well a n ngi d erves to set the character 


larp 
' 


William Hutchinson 


12/¢ 


ert plotting of the adherent t the Stuarts against 


ns torms the b ground theme of this 


story 


in London at the time of the coronation of Georg: 
['yneside as Mary Lawley is 


with her uncle 1 he country. 
and the North famili ire divided by difte 


ry’s love story is typical of the general struggle 


?) ~ 
ting to intrigue older gir! it not over 


ot commonsense ra he than 


1} 


But 


rent 


rawi 


pur 


inusual for ries of the period 


NEWBERY MEDAL BOOKS, 1922-1955 


Each year a committee of Children’s Librarians of the American Library 
Association chooses the most distinguished children’s book to receive 
the John Newbery Medal, in memory of the first children’s sller 
Since the Award was established in 1922, thirty-four children’s books have 
ven so honoured The Acceptance Speeches of their authors have been 
f compelling interest and The Horn Book Magazine has published them 
in its pages since 1936 
The Horn Book now announces publication of a volume, NEWBERY 
MEDAL BOOKS 1922-1955, containing all of the extant Newbery 
Acceptances with biographical sketches of the authors, descriptions of and 
xcerpts from the Award-winning books The book closes with a critical 
uisal called *““The Test of Recollection” by Elizabeth Nesbitt, Professor 
Literature and Associate Dean, the Carnegie Library School 
Pennsylvania here are 16 black-and-white illustrations 
Distinguished format, size 64 x 9 inches, $10.00 (£3 15s 
4 workshop in creative writing, this book will be of permanent value 
anc inspiration to writers teachers 4 students of 20th century 
children’s liter re 
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